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FTII STRIKE: Day 67 


Today, the interim Director of FTII Shri. Prashant Pathrabe issued a notice in the morning to 
the faculty to go ahead with the assessment; despite he agreed on last working day (14 
August) to put it on hold till today evening. On that day, in a meeting with the students, he 
promised that he would have a meeting with the Dean (Films), Faculty and students since the 
larger FTII community raised objections against the unfair, unjust and irrational assessment 
of incomplete diploma films of 2008 batch. 


In the evening, the students of FTII met the Director, asking the rational of this assessment 
which was carried out despite the faculties and students raised concerns regarding this. Also, 
the Director tried to forcefully keep the media out of the campus without any reason. We 
suspect that it was done to hold the assessment process in any case with all the possible aids, 
even if the students try to question it. In the meeting, along with the students, faculties also 
made their stance clear that this is not the right time to do any kind of assessment. Students 
requested the Director to call an Academic Council meeting before jumping into any 
irrational decision. Despite of all these, the Director sticks to his decision to conduct the 
assessment and hence the meeting is still going on. The larger FTII community, as the 
stakeholders of this place is still waiting inside the Director’s office, looking forward for a 
fair decision. 


It is completely justifying the concerns raised by the FTII community regarding the future of 
higher education in our country and institutional autonomy since the Ministry and 
Bureaucrats are acting like dictators and taking decisions on the Academics of higher 
educational institutes including the premier film school of India. We are again emphasizing 
on our question that how can the Director alone bypass the structure, rules and previous 
decisions taken by the Academic Council which is the supreme body to take decisions on the 
Academics of the Institute. All these arm twisting tactics from the FTII Administration is 
highly provocative and making the students to think of a new language for the strike. 


Today, the 48 hours film screening got over at 10am. We continue to go ahead with the one 
week long art festival ‘Retracing Freedom’ which started on 15 August. 
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